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Small,  family-size  turkeys,  some  weighing  as  little  as  6,  7,  or  8 
pounds,  are  coming  on  the  market  this  month  in  fairly  heavy  numl3ers»  There 
arc  no  precise  figures  on  the  poundage  or  nunher  of  these  summer  turkeys,  hut 
dealers  indicate  that  the  supply/  is  much  heavier  than  usual.    One  factor  in 
the  situation  is  possibly  the  near-record  turkey  crop  predicted  for  the  entire 
1940  season.    Present  indications  are  for  a  crop  about  2  percent  less  than  the 
record,  32,000,000,  raised  last  year.    Another  is  the  extra  large  supply  of 
turkeys  already  in  cold  storage.    The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
reports  that  on  the  first  of  A-o^st  there  were  29,530,000  pounds  of  turkey 
in  storage  as  compared  with  14,211,000  pounds  on  the  same  date  last  yea^r, 
and  12,382,000  pounds  average  for  the  preceding  5  years. 

Whatever  the  lui^lerlying  causes  of  the  influx  of  young  turkeys  just 
now,  prices  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  pou!I.try  and  meats.  House- 
wives who  "buy  all  their  table  sujoplios  might  consider  varying  the  menu 
occasionally  in  the  next  few  weeks  by  serving  turkey  as  a  main  dish. 

These  young  turkeys  are  tender  and  of  good  flavor.    Most  of  them  are 
toms.    They  will  roast  iirell,    Thoy  do  not  carry  so  much  fat  as  the  later 
turkeys  will  have,  and  for  that  reason  are  not  so  creamy-colored  as  the 
older  burds,  but  their  light  weight  is  in  their  favor  for  the  average  family 
and  the  average  oven.    Even  if  these  summer  turkeys  are  not  on  display  in 
the  local  store,  the  dealer  can  order  them  for  his  customers. 

Parm  homemakers  who  raise  their  own  turkeys  and  soil  some  of  them  may 
be  considering  whether  it  will  pay  better  to  market  now  or  to  feed  and 
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fatten  for  the  holiday  trade. 
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Extension  Service  says  the  decision  rests  on  the  price  the  grower  can  get 
in  the  locality.    There  is  no  need  a-t  the  moment  to  "unload"  any  turkeys  at 
unusually  low  prices.    It  would  "be  "better  to  hold  them  until  the  winter 
trade  offers  a  worth-while  return*    Turkey  is  coming  to  he  as  much  of  a 
year-around  meat  as  chicken,  and  it  is  less  important  to  depend  on  the 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  markets  only. 

Meantime,  a  few  of  the  5'"oung  turkeys  on  hand  now  in  the  flock  might 
find  their  way  to  the  family  dinner  tahlo  as  a  change  in  the  "bill  of  fare. 
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